Chairman Deschamps wondg
stated they don’t have any ¢

different types of lights attra

Ridgeline how the lurbines W

Commissioncr Turpin wondg
landowncrs. Mr. Rayhill stat
an option of 10 additional ye

red how many will be lit with FTAA lights, Mr. Rayhill

ntrol over that but are working with biologists because

b different types of activity, Mr. Rayhill noted FAA will tell
ill be lit.

red if they have ncgotiated long term leases with the
Ed they have cxcept with the state, the leasc is 40 years with
ars. Commissioner Turpin wondered if there has ever been a

firg in the windmill generating sites, in which Mr. Rayhill stated there has been.

Commissioner Turpin point
gravel around these and it is
fire. Mr. Rayhill cxplained t
have a separate metal contai
the transformer and that is
smoke detection equipment
instantaneous notification if
they are not going to break t

Rayhill stated if they need ta

and they don’t want o have
pointed out the potential for

with the natural ground arou
road building design, best m

APPLICANT TESTIMONY]

d out they will only be using 40 feet of suppression arca of
ot going to take much to come outside that zone and start a
¢ transformers arc gencrally where the fire starts, so they
ment building within 10 feet of the turbine base that houses
thin the 40 foot gravel setback. Mr. Rayhill noted there is

n these which is analyzed in real time and would get

here was a problem. Commissioner Turpin wondered why
¢ compaction when they revegitate back to 16 feet. Mr.
work on a machine, then they have to bring the crane hack,
lo redo the road work in that case. Commissioner Turpin
water crosion down the compacted soil, which is not present
hd it that can absorb. Mr. Rayhill noted this all has to go into
hnagement practices, and the storm waler prevention plan,

Randy Gardner, project man|

Chairman Deschamps wondy

another building to manage

pger_for Ridgeline Energy

bred if they will manage from the current center or build
his section. Mr. Rayhill stated they will build another one.

Chairman Deschamps asked|where this would be. Mr, Gardner noted the first best guess
is on the Stollworthy properfy because there is better access, or on top at the ITansen,
Boeings or Webb property, located somewhere off a county road so they have access to

it. Mr. Gardner stated it wo

TESTIMONY IN FAVOR—

d have to be plowed in,

-INONE

TESTIMONY NON-COMN

IITAL

Kraig Grubaugh, 149 W 21(
Mr. Grubaugh pointed out

N
hen Ridgeline came to get their first approval, there was a lot

of talk they were going to hi

¢ locals and suggested checking to see if they really do that,

M. Grubaugh noted the pedple who bought the power are probably somewhere in
California, Orcgon, or back ast and most of the cost 1s debt service because these
machines arc expensive. Mr} Grubaugh stated the company is from Seattle and the people
who are doing the loans arc probably from New York or Chicago, but it is the people who

live here that get to look at

ese big windmills.

Jim Mende, Environmental

Staff Biologist, Fish and Game, Pocatello >
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My, Muendy infored e Cod

been speaking with Radgehn
they believe arc appropriate

the new versions of wind far

unission s, wlong il Lis counierepart in Idaho Falls, hes
: on this project, as well as some others, discussing studies
or the resident wildlifc in the arca. Mr. Mende pointed out
ms do not provide perches [or birds and the blade speeds are

slow cnough many orga.nism]s can avoid them. Mr. Mende noted there are locations

where there are mortalitics b

ut the reasons why this happens are complex, such as bird

species, meteorology, low ¢dilings, and light conditions. Mr. Mende stated he would

encournge some language in

discussions with Fish and G

Commissioner Schneider not

the back side and wondered
sounds may be ¢confusing to
a visual thing.

Chairman Deschamps stated

big game and wondered if M

would indicute they avoid th
physical presence would giv

demonstrate that with researf

say the migrations arc alterc
people will find there way 1
a bad thing for wildlife. Mr.
and noted they haven't dem
those areas.

the permit that would encourage the developer to continuc
ne,

ed the lower specds arc probably not causing turbulence on
vhat the attraction is to birds. Mr. Mende stated the low
bats, which may be why they get in trouble, but for birds it is

his coneern is with the Tack of information on the effcet for
r. Mcende has scen any studics in the current wind farm that
pse areas. Mr, Mende explained anything with that big of

; any organism a bit of a shock, although they can’t

bh data, Mr, Mende stated they don’t have the information to
and noted anytime there arc more roads and more access,

. With this come more disturbances, which is demonstratably

Acndoe pointed out the question about ground nesting birds
nstratcd where large numbcrs of the population arc avoiding

Chairman Deschamps asked|if there are concerns with stream 1ssues where there wall be

road building. Mr. Mendc st

fairly good jub with streum ¢

Commissioner Turpin asked
in the bird populations. Mr. |
deal of information on migrd
area inside this larger arca.

Commissioner MNelson wond
mentioned. Mr. Mende state
altering the environment and

TESTIMONY TN OPPOSIT

ted his cxperience with the Goshen location is they do a
TOSSINES.

if there are any migration patterns that eriss ¢ross this arca
Mende informed the Commission they don’t have a great
tion patterns and pointed out there is a critical winter runge

kred if Mr, Mende had any other concerns thut hudn't been
d they do have concerns nbout these large installations
remaining there for the next 50 to 100 years.

HON

LaVar Jollgy, Firth, Idaho
Mr, Joltey wondered why th
to buyers out of California,

c people in Ringham County pay the cost of providing power
Jtah, and Oregon, Mr, Jolley pointed out in the Planning &

Zoning Ordinance, one issug to look at is if it alters the essential characteristics of the

property’s historical use and
scenic areas in the county dq

Planning & Zoning Cormmission — 09/26/

wondered how 300 massive wind turbines in one of the most
bes not alter seenic value or the historical use of the property.
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