Dear Residents of Roxbury, Wednesday, March 26, 2008

As I read your letter, I was reminded of the fact that Town Meetings are very important to
our communities so that every voice can be heard. Mars Hill no longer has a Town
Meeting form of government where the residents have a chance to vote on the things that
impact their lives. However, we are in the process of forming a committee to look into
revising our Charter in favor of the Town Meeting. We did not realize what was taken
from us when we gave up our individual voting rights.

Let me tell you up front that I don’t oppose wind energy, but the sighting of these wind

mills is so very important. We were told from the very beginning of the planning of the
Mars Hill wind farm that there would be no noise from these very large structures. We

believed the leaders of our town and the developer, UPC, that what was said was true.

When the first wind mill was started we were taken by surprise to hear what sounded like
a highflying jet over our home that didn’t leave the area. From that first surprise until
now, we still hear that jet sound plus other whooshing and thumping sounds coming from
the six turbines that set next to our farm. We live approximately 3000 feet from the
nearest turbine. When conditions are right, we can hear this disturbing noise inside our
home.

During the winter months we spend little time outside our home, but in the summer we,
being farmers, spend a lot of time out of doors. Last summer I had a very hard time
working in my flowerbeds because of the unpleasant sounds. It drove me to tears more
than once. This noise can even be heard over the motor of my lawn mower at times. Is
this a sound you can get used too? No, the mechanical repetitive nature is very hard to
overcome and we believe we shouldn’t have too because we were told there would be
no noise.

The facts are — you will be able to hear them — you can certainly see them — they are a
distraction to drivers who go by them — they send out flickering shadows as the sun
comes up in the morning and as the sun goes down at night according to the location of
your home. Are these facts what you wish to live with for the next 25 years?

My husband, Wallace, was born and brought up on this 240 acre farm and I moved here
as a bride 53 years ago. We feel that a part of our heritage has been taken from us by the
intrusion of these edifices. Our children question whether they want to stay on the land
in the homes that they built with their own hands. What was once a beautiful, serene part
of God’s creation has been turned into a commercial enterprise. The reduction in taxes
we received is far too little to ever offset the heartache of this project.

Sincerely, _ ) |

Wallace and Ella Boyd
Mars Hill, Maine 04758




